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8. The State Department will provide policy guidance with respect 
to the disposition of fragments from vehicles launched by foreign countries, 
or made available to the United States by foreign countries. 

9. NASA will serve as the focal point for the coordination and release 
of public information on fragments. 
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DRAFT 
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PUBLIC STATEiviENT 

ON HANDLING OF SPACE VEHICLE F h.AGMENTS 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is designated 
as the Government agency responsible for receiving, analyzing, and 
identifying any fragments or suspected fragments of space vehicles 
of all types, including the contents thereof, which fall upon the terri­
tory of the United States or which otherwise come into its possession. 

Fragments identified as coming from vehicles launched by foreign 
countries will be retained by NASA pending final arrangements for 
their return to the launching country or for other appropriate dis­
position. 

In performing these functions, NASA will coordinate fully ,,.r.i~ll oth~r 
Government agencies. 
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GUIDELINES 

FOR INTERAGENCY HANDLING OF SPACE VEHICLE FRAGMENTS 

1. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is 
designated as the agency responsible for receiving, analyzing, and identify­
ing any fragments, or suspected fragments of space vehicles of all type s 1 

including the contents thereof, which fall upon the territory of the United 
States or which otherwise come into its possession. 

2o NASA will turn over to the Department of Defense (DOD) as expedi­
tiously as possible fragments which are readily identifiable as coming from 
space vehicles launched by the DOD. 

3. To insure prompt analysis for intelligence purposes, NASA will 
give the DOD and other responsible agencies access, as expeditiously as 
possible, to fragments which are readily identifiable as coming from space 
vehicles launched from foreign countries. Such analysis will be completed 
expeditiously and thereafter such fragments will remain in the custody of 
NASA, pending final arrangements for their return to the launching country 
or for other appropriate disposition. 

4o All other fragments will be retained by NASA pending agreement 
as to disposition. 

s. NASA may continue to use the Smithsonian Institution for collection 
and analysis of fragments by contractual arrangements, and may also make 
appropriate arrangements for assistance with private agencies. 

6. The DOD will notify NASA when deorbits are expected and when 
collection teams have been alerted to obtain the deorbiting fragments.. Also, 
DOD will inform NASA of the results of such collection efforts whether suc­
cessful or not. 

7. The Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) will participate in the analysis 
of fragments of space vehicles which have utilized or transported, or are 
suspected of having utilized or transported, radioactive materials or special 
nuclear materials, and will exercise responsibility for•special nuclear 
materials, in accordance with its statutory responsibility. In addition, the 
AEC will continue to make available to NASA and the DOD its special scientific 
capabilities. 

.-CO~lFIDENTIAL 
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8. The State Department will provide policy guidance with respect 
to the disposition of fragments from vehicles launched by foreign countries, 
or made available to the United States by foreign countries. 

9. NASA will serve as the focal point for the coordination and release 
of public information on fragments. 
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GUIDELINES 

FOR IN'TERAGENCY HANDLING OF SPACE VEHICLE FRAGMENTS 

1. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is designated 

as the agency responsible for receiving, analyzing, and identifying any 

fragments, or suspected fragments of space vehicles of all types, including 

the contents thereof, which fall upon the territory of the United States or 

which otherwise come into its possession. 

z. NASA will turn over to the Department of Defense (DOD) as expeditiously 

as possible fragments which are readily identifiable as coming from space 

vehicles launched by the DOD • . 

3. To insure prompt analysis for intelligence purposes, NASA will give the 

N ,11.v,.. ~Li. ~ . .... 
DOD access, al expeditiusly as possible, to fragments which are readily 
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identifiable as coming from space vehicles launched from foreign countries. ( lit, 
tr..~ \4~ ~Ji..,.,.,.,,, wiil~-1, <L [ Upon completion~ such analysis, ~Jll!i,~1rj I wh fragments(iv§I to \M.-,. ~* NAS~~ul!lleliy they ~ remain pending final arrangements for } 

their return to the launching country or for other appropriate disposition. 

All other fragments will be retained by NASA pending agreement as to 

disposition. 
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s. NASA may continue to use the Smithsonian Institution for collection 

and analysis of fragments by contractual arrangements, and may also 

make appropriate arrange~ents for assistance with private agencies. 

6. The DOD will notify NASA when deorbits are expected and when collection 

teams have been alerted to obtain the deorbiting fragments. Also, DOD will 

inform NASA of the results of such collection efforts whether successful 

or not. 

7 • The Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) will participate in the an~ysis 

of fragments of space vehicles which have utilized or transported, or are 

suspected of having utilized or transported, radioactive materials or 

special nuclear materials, and will exercise responsibility for special 

nuclear materials, in accordance with its statutory responsibility. In 

addition, the AEC will continue to make available to NASA and the DOD its 

special scientific capabilities. 

a. l}pns lllf~ e· s ~ b • A waai; aiep the State Department will provide 
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9. NASA will serve as the focal point for the release of public information 

on~ fragments. 
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DRAFT 
November 1, l 96Z 

PUBLIC STATEMENT 

ON HANDLING OF SPACE VEHICLE FRAGMENTS 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is designated 

as the Government agency responsible for receiving, analyzing, and 

identifying any fragments or suspected fragments of space vehicles of 

all types, including the contents thereof, which fall upon the territory 

of the United States or which otherwise come into its possession. 

Fragments identified as coming from vehicles launched by foreign 

countries will be retained by NASA pending final arrangements for their 

return to the launching country or for other appropriate disposition. 

In performing these functions, NASA will coordinate fully with 

other Government agencies. 
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GUIDELINES 

FOR INTERAGENCY HANDLING OF SP ACE VEHICLE FRAGMENTS 

1. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is designated 

as the agency responsible for receiving, analyzing, and identifying any 

fragments, or suspected fragments of space vehicles of all types, including 

the contents thereof, which fall upon the territory of the United States or 

which otherwise come into its possession. 

z. NASA will turn over to the Department of Defense (DOD) as expeditiously 

as possible fragments which are readily identifiable as coming from space 

vehicles launched by the DOD. 

3. To insure prompt analysis for intelligence purposes, NASA will give the 

DOD access, as expeditiously as possible, to fragments which are readily 

identifiable as coming from space vehicles launched from foreign countries. 

Upon completion of such analysis, the DOD will turn such fragments over to 

NASA. in whose custody they will remain pending final arrangements for 

their return to the launching country or for other appropriate disposition. 

4. All other fragments will be retained by NASA pending agreement as to 

disposition. 

CON~T!_!L 
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s. NASA may continue to use the Smithsonian Institution for collection 

and analysis of fragments by contractual arrangements, and may also 

make appropriate arrangements for assistance with private agencies. 

6. The DOD will notify NASA when deorbits are expected and when collection 

teams have been alerted to obtain the deorbiting fragments. Also, DOD will 

inform NASA of the results of such collection efforts whether successful 

or not. 

7. The Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) will participate in the analysis 

of fragments of space vehicles which have utilized or transported, or are 

suspected of having utilized or transported, radioactive materials or 

special nuclear materials, and will exercise responsibility for special 

nuclear materials, in accordance with its statutory responsibility. In 

addition, the AEC will continue to make available to NASA and the DOD its 

special scientific capabilities. 

s. Upon completion of technical analysis, the State Department will provide 

policy guidance to NASA with respect to the disposition of fragments from 

vehicles launched by foreign countries. 

9. NASA will serve as the focal point for the release of public information 

on such fragments. 

-CONFIDENTIAL ""' 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS and SPACE COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

October 24, 1962 

MEMORANDUM TO 

Mr. Charles E. Johnson 
National Security Council 
Washington, D. C. 

Thank you. for your memorandum of October 23, as well 
as for the re - structuring of the guidelines paper - both 
on the subject of handling of space vehicle fragments. 

As soon as I receive comments from the other agencies, 
I will get in touch with you. 

E. C. Welsh 



Cc - r. Carl 
NS C F iles 
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NATIONAL AERONAUTICS and SPACE COUNCIL 

October 22, 1962 

To: Mr. Charles Johnson 
National Security Council 

Attached is a set of papers which 
have been distributed to the 
individuals indicated. I thought 
it might be helpful for you to have 
an advance look at this language 
while it is being re-examined by 
the respective interested agencies. 
Let me know if you have any ideas 
regarding it. ~ 

..... QL.;-
E. C. Welsh 

Attachment: ECW memo-10/22/62 
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October 17, 1962 

TELECON 

SUBJECT: Recovery of satellite fragments 

Called R. W. Hale, Space Council, and informed him that 
I would be unable to attend the meeting this afternoon in yiew of a 
conflict in commitments. Suggested that my presence. was not 
needed in view of my concurrence and support of the designation 
of NASA to have responsibility for the program. Suggested the 
development of an NSAM based on the draft statement attached in 
order to get the program under way, even though Justice and State 
might still have some legal and substantive questions. Hale was 
pleaS'ed to hear my views, and said they agreed with those that 
Welsh and he hold. He will inform Welsh of our conversation, and 
will fill me in after the meeting. 

s E. Johnson 

Attachment 

Draft statement for consideration at 
meeting on 10/ 17/ 62, 2:30 p. m., 
in Rm. 218, E. 0. B. 
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10/12/62 
Mr. Johnson: 

In accordance with telephone 
conversation with your secre­
tary this morning. 

R. W. Hale 
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Draft Statement for Consideration at Meeting on October 17, 196 2 
2:30 p. m. -- Room 2 18 E. 0. B. 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration has 

been designated as the Government agency responsible for obtaining, 

analyzing, and identifying any fragments or suspected fragments from 

space vehicles of all types which fall upon the territory of the United 

States or which are turned over to the United States by foreign coun­

tries. The only exception to this responsibility is that fragments 

• •which are readily identifiable as coming from space vehicles launched 

by the Department of Defense will be turned over to the DOD as 

expeditiously as possible. NASA will be responsible for the disposition 

of all fragments which do not come from DOD vehicles. Fragments 

identified as coming from vehicles launched by foreign countries will 

be retained by NASA pending final arrangements for their return to the 

launching country. 

In performing these functions, NASA will coordinate fully 

with other interested government and private agencies. 
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10/12/62 
3:45 p.m. 

Mr. Johnson: 

(1) This is part of the correspondence 
which will form the background for next Wed­
nesday's 2:30 meeting. 

(2) Another draft paper, I was told, 
is being sent to you for consideration at the 
meeting. 

Mabel 
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NA T I O N A. L A E R O NA U T I C S and S PA C E C O UN C I L 

Mabel: 

3---
A memo. similar to the 

attached was sent to Mr. Bundy. 

M. uill 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS and SPACE COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

October 2, 1962 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

. Honorable McGeorge Bundy 
Special Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 

Subject: Responsibility and Procedure Re Space Vehicle Fragments. 

It has been suggested that there is need for a decision as to what 
government agencies should have what responsibilities in regard 
to obtaining, analyzing, and identifying fragments or suspected 
fragments from space vehicles which fall on U.S. territory or 
which otherwise come into U.S. possession. 

It has likewise been suggested that the National Aeronautics and 
Space Council is the appropriate agency to work out a coordinated 
position on this matter. There are legal as well as operational 
problems involved, and hence it would be helpful if this combina­
tion of issues were kept in mind in identifying a person or persons 
from your agency to participate in a meeting on this matter. 

To the extent that agreements or recommendations have already 
been made on this problem, information re garding them would 
contribute to such deliberations. 

I would appreciate your having my office (Code 113 - Extension 2203) 
advised as to who would represent your agency. Such individual or 
individuals will then be contacted for the purpose of determining an 
appropriate time for a meeting. 

E. C. Welsh 
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DRAFT 
November 1, 196Z 

PUBLIC STATEMENT 

ON HANDLING OF SPACE VEHICLE FRAGMENTS 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is designated 

as the Government agency responsible for receiving, analyzing, and 

identifying any fragments or suspected fragments of space vehicles of 

all types, including the contents thereof, which fall upon the territory 

of the United States or which otherwise come into its possession. 

Fragments identified as coming from vehicles launched by foreign 

countries will be retained by NASA pending final arrangements for their 

return to the launching country or for other appropriate disposition. 

In performing these functions, NASA will coordinate fully with 

other Government agencies. 



L( a... . ... 

DRAFT 
November 1, l 96Z 

PUBLIC STATEMENT 

ON HANDLING OF SPACE VEHICLE FRAGMENTS 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is designated 

as the Government agency responsible for receiving, analyzing, and 

identifying any fragments or suspected fragments of space vehicles of 

all types, including the contents thereof, which fall upon the territory 

of the United States or which otherwise come into its possession. 

Fragments identified as coming from vehicles launched by foreign 

countries will be retained by NASA pending final arrangements for their 

return to the launching country or for other appropriate disposition. 

In performing these functions, NASA will coordinate fully with 

other Government agencies. 
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Draft Statement for Consideration at Meeting on October 17, 1962 
2:30 p. m. -- Room 218 E. O. B. 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration has 

been designated as the Government agency responsible for obtaining, 

analyzing, and identifying any fragments or suspected fragments from 

space vehicles of all types which fall upon the territory of the United 

States or which are turned over to the United States by foreign coun­

tries. The only exception to this responsibility is that fragments 

which are readily identifiable as coming from space vehicles launched 

by the Department 0£ Defense will be turned over to the DOD as 

expeditiously as possible. NASA will be responsible for the disposition 

of all fragments which do not come from DOD vehicles. Fragments 

identified as coming from vehicles launched by foreign countries will 

be retained by NASA pending final arrangements for their return to the 

launching country. 

In performing these functions, NASA will coordinate fully 

with other interested government and private agencies. 
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Draft Statement for Consideration at ?vleeting on October 17, 1962 
2:30 p. m. -- Room 218 E. O. B. 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration has 

been designated as the Government agency responsible for obtaining, 

analyzing, and identifying any fragments or suspected fragments from 

space vehicles of all types which fall upon the territory of the United 

States or which are turned over to the United States by foreign coun­

tries. The only exception to this responsibility is that fragments 

which are readily identifiable as coming from space vehicles launched 

by the Department of Defense will be turned over to the DOD as 

expeditiously as possible. NASA will be responsible for the disposition 

of all fragments which do not come from DOD vehicles. Fragments 

identified as comlng frotn vehicles launched by foreign countries will 

be retained by NASA pending final arrangements for their return to the 

launching country. 

In performing these functions, NASA will coordinate fully 

with other interested government and private agencies. 


